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national legislature. Let the states be divided into districts, and
let the voters qualified to vote for the members of the first branch
of the national legislature, in each district choose persons to
serve as electors of the national executive. Then let all the electors
meet and elect by ballot, but not Out of their own number, the
executive, whether single or plural.
Here was the first outline of a method which was in time to
prevail, but on this day Wilson's motion was lost by a vote of
eight to two. The Convention was not ready to approve the
election of the executive by the people, and perhaps did not see
much difference between electors who should be chosen specifi-
cally for the purpose and the state legislatures which were the
people's representatives in general. Not only did the Convention
reject Wilson's scheme, but it straightway proceeded to vote,
«ight to two, in favor of the election of the national executive
by the national legislature, for a term of seven years*
When the matter of compensation for the executive came up,
Franklin moved that the executive department have necessary
expenses defrayed but receive no salary, stipend, fee, or reward.
He had written out his observations, which he asked leave to
read. Wilson, aware that it was painful for Franklin to stand,
courteously offered to read the paper.
Franklin, speaking through Wilson, said that from the first
reading of the Virginia plan, he had T^orne a good will to it, and
in general wished it success," but he could not agree as to salaries
to the executive* "Sir, there are two passions which have a power-
ful influence on the affairs of men. They are ambition and
avarice; the love of power, and the love of money. Separately
each of these has a great force in prompting men to action; but
when united in view of the same object, they have in many minds
the most violent effects." The vast number of posts of honor
which were also places of profit in England had, Franklin knew
from his loug experience there, been the cause of fierce conten-
tions in the British government If such a system should be
introduced into" the United States, public office would not attract
*the wise and moderate, the lovers of peace and good order, the
men best fitted for the trust," but instead "the bold and the
violent, Ihe men of strong passions and indefatigable activity in
their selfish pursuits.** Even suppose tie new government should
set out with moderate salaries, reasons would be found for aug-

